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state uNiversity cOMMuNity
Published by News & information services
In its third annual review of academic and 
fiscal performance, Grand Valley shows that 
it remains one of the most affordable public 
universities, despite waning state support. 
The report can be downloaded at 
www.gvsu.edu/accountability .
The report, which was issued October 16, shows 
Grand Valley’s tuition remains well below the 
state average, and has posted the fifth-lowest 
percentage change over the last 10 years. 
The university offers $199 million in 
financial aid and has the third-highest 
amount of Merit Awards in the state. The 
average Grand Valley student pays $2,602 
less than the posted tuition price. 
Grand Valley is able to remain affordable 
through a commitment to efficiency and 
sustainability and robust private-public 
partnerships. Grand Valley students further 
save money by being able to graduate on time — 
the university’s five-year graduation rate is the 
fourth-highest among the 15 state universities.
And once students have completed  
their education, they find success  
in the workplace, with 96 percent 
of Grand Valley graduates 
employed or in graduate school,  
of those working, 94 percent 
are in Michigan. 
A Grand Valley education remains 
affordable despite the fact that the 
university’s state appropriation per 
student is the lowest in the state 
and the university has the second-
lowest amount of state-funded 
instructional space. “Reductions in 
support from the state for its public 
universities continue again this 
year, and Michigan is at the very 
bottom when it comes to recent 
investment in higher education,” 
said President Thomas J. Haas. 
“Despite these challenges, Grand 
Valley shows an excellent return on 
investment for our students and their families.”
Haas created the report in 2007 as a 
way to demonstrate that Grand Valley 
is a good steward of its resources.
Grand Valley issues third annual accountability report
Across Campus
Campus Health Center to 
offer free H1N1 vaccines
The GVSU Campus Health Center will offer  
the H1N1 vaccine likely by the end of this week.  
Patty Feenstra, registered nurse at the center,  
said this first wave of vaccines will only be  
given to certain priority groups, as detailed  
below:
• pregnant women; 
• caregivers and those who live in households 
with children younger that 6 months of age; 
• people 6 months through 24 years old; 
• people 25-64 who have health conditions 
associated with a greater risk of medical 
complications from influenza.
Grand Valley will cover the cost associated with 
the vaccines, making it free for students and 
faculty and staff members and their dependents 
(if dependents meet priority categories). 
Dates and times of when the vaccines will be 
given will be announced later. For updated 
information, visit Grand Valley’s emergency 
Web site at www.gvsu.edu/emergency.
For the H1N1 vaccines: one shot is required 
for people ages 10 and up; two shots 
are required for children under 9.
For faculty and staff members with GVSU 
health plans, providers will cover the 
administrative costs associated with the H1N1 
vaccines. People enrolled in Priority Health 
or Grand Valley Health Plans should contact 
their primary care physician to determine 
when and where the vaccines are available.
Faculty and staff members enrolled in 
the GVSU Base and Enhanced Plans 
can receive the vaccine at any public 
health clinic, physician’s office or retail 
pharmacy, as supplies become available.
For more information on the H1N1 vaccines,  
contact the Campus Health Center at x12435  
or view its Web site at www.gvsu.edu/ 
campushealth .
Michigan legislators 
discuss water compact
Two Michigan legislators discussed their 
bipartisan work that successfully led to the 
passage of the Great Lakes Water Compact 
during a Campus Sustainability Week event 
held October 19 in the Kirkhof Center.
Sen. Patty Birkholz (R-Saugatuck Township) 
and State Rep. Rebekah Warren (D-Ann 
Arbor) discussed their work to create the 
compact, a multi-state agreement designed 
to protect the Great Lakes. The compact was 
based largely on scientific data, establishing 
a new fish health standard to determine 
the health of a body of water. Michigan was 
the first state to develop this standard.  
The Women’s Center and the Political 
Science department sponsored the event.
continues on page 2
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
A student celebrates during the April commencement. The 
accountability report shows that after Grand Valley students graduate, 
they find success in the workplace or in graduate school.
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John Martin, director 
of Athletic Bands
Constructed of marching band players, you can 
find a huge floating “G” on the football field 
during the pregame performance at home  
games. The big blue mass is one of the 
concoctions John Martin, director of athletic  
bands, has introduced to the marching 
band program this year.
Starting his new position in June, Martin  
came to Grand Valley from a strong athletic  
band background. 
“I always knew I wanted to become a 
band director,” Martin said. “My band 
directors in high school and college had 
an enormous influence on my life.”
Martin grew up on a farm in a small town 
in Tennessee. He attended the University 
of Tennessee in Knoxville where he 
became an active member of the marching 
band as a tuba player and drum major. 
After graduating with his bachelor’s 
degree, Martin received a band instructor 
position at an inner-city middle school in 
Memphis. He called teaching inner-city 
students “one of the most eye-opening 
and educational experiences of his life.” 
Martin was then 
asked to return 
to the University 
of Tennessee as 
interim assistant 
director of athletic 
bands. During the 
process, he received 
a master’s degree 
and then attended 
the University of 
Southern Mississippi 
for a doctoral 
degree. He is 
currently working 
on his dissertation. 
His main responsibilities as director 
include writing drills for each performance, 
arranging music, organizing pep bands and 
expanding the athletic band program. 
“Seeing students nail a show and watching 
them realize how well they performed 
is very rewarding,” Martin said.
Martin said he feels very comfortable at Grand 
Valley and that everyone has been extremely 
welcoming. When he is not working, Martin 
enjoys spending time with his dog, Ethel, 
cooking, watching college sports and movies. 
GVFaces
Despite many 
criticisms and doubts 
from others that 
two women would 
be able to pass a 
compact of this 
magnitude, Birkholz 
and Warren said they 
took on the challenge 
with a vengeance.  
“We were a team 
made up of a 
conservative from 
West Michigan 
and a liberal 
from Ann Arbor,” 
Warren said. “We 
knew that this was 
an important issue for Michigan and we stayed at the table, using 
our different perspectives to make us a stronger team.”
Birkholz and Warren proved that they were a strong team when, 
after only two years of working together, they were able to get the 
compact passed through Michigan’s Legislature and signed by 
Governor Jennifer Granholm and President George W. Bush. “This 
was the moment when people realized that this was three women 
getting things done,” Birkholz said of Granholm signing the compact. 
“This was a huge accomplishment for women in politics.”
Campus remembers staff member
Longtime Grand Valley staff member Carol DeWitt died October 20,  
following a lengthy battle with cancer. 
DeWitt started working at Grand Valley in 1985 and retired in 2007.  
For most of that time, she worked as the campus gardener, the first  
person in the university’s history to take on that role. 
Vice President for Finance and Administration Jim Bachmeier said: 
“She cared for the campus gardens as if they were her own. We have the 
most beautiful campus in Michigan, thanks to Carol’s early efforts.”
A memorial service will be held on November 6, 1 p.m., at the Alumni  
House. Light refreshments will be served; remarks will begin at 1:30 p.m.
Target Inquiry gains national attention
While gaining national recognition for their work on Target Inquiry, 
two Grand Valley chemistry faculty members continue to seek 
grants to expand the innovative 
program to other institutions.
Target Inquiry is a teaching program 
for high school chemistry teachers to 
improve their instruction of chemistry. 
Deborah Herrington and Ellen 
Yezierski were invited in September 
to give a presentation on TI at the 
U.S. National Academies’ Chemical 
Sciences Roundtable. One of nearly 
40 similar presentations they have 
given worldwide, Herrington said the 
September event was well-received.
“Our goal is to help improve the quality 
and frequency in inquiry instruction  
of high school chemistry,” Herrington 
said. “Inquiry instruction provides  
students with a better understanding 
of what scientists actually do.”
While the program allows high school teachers to conduct research  
with Grand Valley’s chemistry faculty members, TI is designed with high  
school students in mind. “We have a very different approach to teacher 
professional development,” said Yezierski, a former high school chemistry 
teacher. “Our goal is to make sure that it has an impact in the classroom.”
continued from page 1
Photo by Amanda Pitts
State Sen. Patty Birkholz makes a point during a 
presentation while state Rep. Rebekah Warren looks on 
in the Kirkhof Center.
continues on page 3
Photo courtesy of Deborah Herrington 
From left are Ellen Yezierski, Mark 
Cardillo, executive director of the 
Dreyfus Foundation, and Deborah 
Herrington.
John Martin
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Blanket drive to 
help homeless
Grand Valley is hosting several drop-off 
locations for a blanket drive that collects new  
or used blankets to be delivered to homeless  
people in Grand Rapids.
The blanket drive runs today through 
November 6. Grand Valley drop-off locations 
include Lake Ontario Hall, Lake Michigan Hall, 
Kirkhof Center, Mackinac Hall, Alumni  
House, Fieldhouse lobby, Student Services, 
Zumberge Library, Padnos Hall, DeVos Center,  
Eberhard Center and Cook-DeVos Center  
for Health Sciences.
Visit www.warmupgrandrapids.com for 
specific locations, or call Noreen Savage 
at x18657 for more information.
Trombone Ensemble to 
play Arts at Noon Series
The Arts at Noon Series will present the  
Hudson Highlands Trombone Ensemble on  
Wednesday, October 28. The noon concert  
in the Cook-DeWitt Center is free and  
open to the public.
Based in West Point, N.Y., the ensemble 
performs music from all genres steeped 
in a tradition that traces its roots to the 
Revolutionary War. The group is comprised 
of members of the United States Military 
Academy Concert Band and Jazz Knights.
For more information, please call x13484, 
or visit www.gvsu.edu/music . 
President to host 
Virtual Office Hours
President Thomas J. Haas will hold Virtual 
Office Hours on Wednesday, October 28,  
from 2-3:30 p.m.
The office hours are set up like an online chat 
in which users post questions. The president 
will be able to answer directly online. 
The site is only accessible by students, faculty 
and staff members. Users will need to login 
using Novell usernames and passwords. 
The site will be accessible by clicking on a 
banner ad on the university’s homepage or by 
visiting www.gvsu.edu/virtualofficehours .
Receptions planned 
for student veterans
Faculty and staff members are invited to an 
informal reception to meet Grand Valley 
student veterans and their supporters.
Two receptions are planned: Thursday, October 
29, noon-1:30 p.m., in the DeVos Center, 
University Club Room; and November 5, 
noon-1:30 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 2263. 
The receptions are sponsored by the Division 
of Student Services and the GVSU Veterans 
Network. More than 100 student veterans 
have enrolled at Grand Valley for the fall 
semester, taking advantage of the new GI Bill.
Herbert Hoover expert 
to visit Grand Rapids
Why did President Hoover fail to find 
viable solutions to the Great Depression? 
Why was his initial response to the stock 
market crash of 1929 so ineffective? These 
are some of the questions George Nash, 
an award-winning historian, will answer 
during his visit to Grand Rapids. 
Nash’s talk, “Hardscrabble Lessons: Herbert  
Hoover, the Great Depression, and American 
Conservatism,” is sponsored by Grand 
Valley’s Hauenstein Center for Presidential 
Studies and the Gerald R. Ford Museum. 
The presentation will be Thursday, 
October 29, 7 p.m., in the Gerald R. Ford 
Museum Auditorium, 303 Pearl St. NW.
The event is free and open to the public, but 
seating is limited. For more information, 
call the Hauenstein Center at x12770 
or visit www.allpresidents.org .
Seidman lecturer to 
give financial outlook
The next Seidman College of Businesses 
Breakfast Series lecture will focus 
on the recession of 2008-09. 
Bradley R. Schiller, author and professor at 
the University of Nevada-Reno, will discuss 
the on-going economic crisis and the country’s 
financial outlook. Schiller is the author of The 
Economy of Today, Essentials of Economics and 
The Economics of Poverty and Discrimination.
The event will be held on Friday, October 30, 
at 7:30 a.m. in the DeVos Center, Loosemore 
Auditorium. The presentation will begin at 
8 a.m. RSVP by calling x17100 or sending 
an e-mail to busalumn@gvsu.edu .
Session will guide 
parents through 
college admissions
A session on college admissions, geared toward 
faculty and staff members with middle or high 
school students, will be held on November 11.
“Plan for Laker Admission Now” is sponsored 
by Work Life Connections, GVSU Family 
Association, Clerical Office Technical 
Association, and AFSCME Local No. 2074. 
Speakers Jodi Chycinski, director of 
admissions, and Tonya Drain, senior 
financial aid counselor, will talk about how 
to prepare students for college admissions, 
and how to find information about federal, 
state and private sources of financial aid.
The PLAN session is set for 10 a.m.-noon 
in the Service Building, conference room A. 
Register for the session online at www.gvsu.
edu/healthwellness and click on “Upcoming 
Events,” or call Sue Sloop at x18011.
What’s Ahead
Both Herrington and Yezierski are on 
sabbatical this semester; they are applying 
for grants that would expand the TI 
model to become more of the standard 
in teacher professional development. 
“The first teachers who went through 
this program have gone on to do some 
wonderful things and they are being called 
on to educate others,” Herrington said. 
Herrington and Yezierski began working on TI 
four years ago, after securing a grant from the 
Camille & Henry Dreyfus Foundation, Inc.
Johnson Center 
names Frey Chair
Dorothy A. Johnson Center for Philanthropy 
has named the first Frey Chair for 
Family Philanthropy Visiting Scholar.
Virginia Esposito, founding president of the 
National Center for Family Philanthropy 
in Washington, D.C., has been named to 
the three-year appointment. Esposito will 
continue in her leadership at NCFP while 
serving in her role as visiting scholar.
“This is a personally inspiring and interesting 
opportunity for me,” said Esposito. “NCFP 
is the first and only family philanthropy 
center, and the Frey Chair for Family 
Philanthropy is the first and only chair for 
family philanthropy. Therefore, I see this 
as a great relationship in the making.”
As visiting scholar, Esposito will be responsible 
for conducting two workshops to be held in 
Grand Rapids. They will include a workshop for 
family foundations and a workshop for students 
in philanthropy and nonprofit leadership.
AWRI offers winter 
semester internship
The Annis Water Resources Institute is 
offering a competitive winter semester 
internship made possible by a gift from 
the late Herbert L. VanderMey. 
The internship will be awarded to a Grand 
Valley student majoring in the sciences, 
including engineering, computer, statistical, 
health, natural resource management, or 
physical sciences. Applicants are asked to 
complete an application, include a resume, 
and compose a one-page essay. The intern 
will be expected to work on AWRI projects; 
compensation will be up to $1,800.
The deadline for applications is November 
6. For more information contact Roxana 
Taylor at taylorr@gvsu.edu .
The Hudson Highlands Trombone Ensemble will 
perform at noon on Wednesday in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center.
Across Campus
continued from page 2
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General Events
Mon., Oct. 26
1 p.m.: ARSP hosts Fall Academic Advising 
Forum. GRR, KC. Call x12673 for more 
information.
8 p.m.: Concert Band with Kevin Tutt, con-
ductor. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more 
information.
8 p.m.: Women’s Center hosts Take Back the 
Night March, speaker Jaclyn Friedman. 
GRR, KC. Call x12748 for information. 
Tues., Oct. 27
Noon: Work Life Connections hosts Divorce 
Support Group. 2264 KC. Call x12215 for 
more information. 
Noon: Office of Multicultural Affairs 
Brownbag Series. “Discovering the 
Meaning of Dia de Los Muertos through 
Altar Making,” by Erick Pichardo. 1240 
KC. Call x12177 for more information.
Noon: Faculty Teaching and Learning Center 
Workshop. “Preparing a Pew FTLC 
Grant,” by Kurt Ellenberger. 303C DEV. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/ftlc for information. 
3 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series. 
Bias Incident Protocol Training. 2266 KC. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar for more 
information. 
6 p.m.: Community Service Learning 
Center hosts “Everyday Heroes” with 
AmeriCorps. 136E DEV. Call x12468 for 
more information.
7 p.m.: Campus departments present 
Republic Windows University Tour. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x13730 
for more information.
Wed., Oct. 28
Noon: Work Life Connections Session. 
“Estate Planning and Elder Care,” by 
James Wesseling. 302C DEV. Call x12215 
for more information. 
Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Hudson 
Highlands Trombone Ensemble. CDC. 
Call x13484 for more information. 
Noon: Faculty Teaching and Learning Center 
Workshop. “Preparing a Pew FTLC 
Grant,” by Kurt Ellenberger. 2259 KC. 
Noon: Women’s Center hosts Pink Shawl 
Project Workshop. 2204 KC. Call x12748 
for more information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information.
Thurs., Oct. 29
7:30 a.m.: Seidman College of Business 
Breakfast Series. “The Great Recession 
of 2008-2009,” by Bradley Schiller. 
Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call x17100 
for more information.
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts Faculty/
Staff Open Climb. FH. Visit www.gvsu.
edu/seminar to register.
Noon: Women’s Commission Meeting. 2264 
KC. Call x12748 for more information. 
Noon: Veteran Network Reception for 
Student Veterans. University Club Room, 
DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/veterans for 
more information. 
7 p.m.: Hauenstein Center hosts “Herbert 
Hoover, the Great Depression,” by George 
Nash. Gerald R. Ford Museum, Grand 
Rapids. Call x12770 for more information.
Fri., Oct. 30
1 p.m.: Allies and Advocates Training Session. 
Community Room, Laker Village South. 
Call x12215 for more information.
8 p.m.: Choral Concert. Select Women’s 
Ensemble and University Singers. LAT, 
PAC. Call x13484 for more information. 
Sun., Nov. 1
3 p.m.: Choral Concert. University Arts 
Chorale, Varsity Men and Cantate 
Chamber Ensemble. LAT, PAC. Call 
x13484 for more information.
Sports
Sat., Oct. 31
7 p.m.: Football hosts Northern Michigan 
University.
Sketches
Alan Steinman, director of Annis Water 
Resources Institute, gave a presentation, “The  
Sustainability of Water in Michigan,” at Hope  
College’s Critical Issues Symposium. He was  
also selected as a 2008-09 Muskegon Agent  
of Change by the Muskegon Chamber of  
Commerce. 
Political science faculty members Polly Diven 
and John Constantelos, co-wrote an article, 
“Explaining Generosity: A Comparison of U.S.  
and European Public Opinion on Foreign  
Aid,” published in the Journal of Transatlantic 
Studies.
Osman Patel, assistant professor of cell 
and molecular biology, co-wrote articles, 
“Molecular Signatures Reveal Circadian 
Clocks May Orchestrate the Homeorhetic 
Response to Lactation,” published in 
PLoS One; and “Characterization of DNA 
Methylation-Mediated Regulation of 
Bovine Placental Lactogen and Bovine 
Prolactin-Related Protein-1 Genes,” 
published in BMC Molecular Biology.
Psychology faculty members Jennifer 
Gross and Brian Lakey co-wrote an article, 
“Person Perception in the College Classroom: 
Accounting for Tastes in Students’ Evaluations 
of Teaching Effectiveness,” published in 
the Journal of Applied Social Psychology.
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, professor of 
philosophy, gave a series of lectures at the State 
University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. She also 
sat in on her student’s master’s thesis defense.
John Weber, associate professor of geology, 
co-wrote an article, “GPS-Derived Motion  
of the Adriatic Microplate from Istria 
Peninsula (Slovenia, Croatia) and Po 
Plain (Italy) Sites, and Geodynamic 
Implications,” published in Tectonophysics.
Nancy Schoofs, associate professor of 
nursing, gave a presentation, “Women and 
Autoimmune Disease,” at the Michigan 
Academy of Physicians’ Assistants convention.
Levi Molenje, assistant professor of 
mathematics, gave a presentation, “High 
School Teachers’ Use of Graphing Calculators: 
Professed Beliefs and Observed Practices,” 
at the Psychology of Mathematics Education 
Conference in Atlanta, Georgia.
Paul Yu, assistant professor of mathematics, 
gave a presentation, “Using Semiotics to 
Teach Rational Numbers to Prospective 
Elementary School Teachers,” at the 
Psychology of Mathematics Education 
Conference in Atlanta, Georgia.
Heather Van Wormer, assistant professor 
of anthropology, gave a presentation, 
“Belief, Behavior, and Buildings: 
Sustainability at Mary’s City of David,” 
at the Communal Studies Association 
Annual Conference in Aurora, Oregon.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
